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• What is State Trust Land? 

• The Arizona Preserve Initiative 

• Our Current Request 



What is State Trust Land? 

State Trust land is: 

 

Land that was granted to Arizona by the federal 

government in preparation for Arizona’s 

statehood. 

1912-13 Arizona Land Commission Survey Team 



What is State Trust Land? 

State Trust land is: 

 

Held in trust and managed by the Arizona State 

Land Department for the sole purpose of 

generating revenues for Arizona’s K-12 public 

schools and 12 other institutional beneficiaries. 

Image Source: Utah School and Institutional Trust Land Administration 
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State Trust land is not public land! 

 

Because these lands are held in trust, 

they differ greatly from public lands 

such as the McDowell Sonoran 

Preserve or US Forest Service land, 

and are more akin to private land. 



Arizona’s State Trust Land 



The Arizona Preserve Initiative 

Image Source: Scottsdale Convention & Visitors Bureau 

McDowell Sonoran Preserve - Scottsdale 

Observatory Mesa - Flagstaff 

Phoenix Sonoran Preserve 



State Trust Land 

The Arizona Preserve Initiative Concept: 

“Keeping the Trust Whole” 



State Trust Land 

“Suitable for Conservation” 
= 

Reduced Entitlements and Appraised Value,  
Reduced Return to Trust at Auction 
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Legend Trail detail 



Timing? 

• Rezoning process will take several 

months; 

• ASLD is application-driven; 

• The City of Scottsdale is currently the only 

applicant for land within the rezoning 

area. 
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